
N

W
ITH

 A
PPR

E
C

IA
TIO

N
There are a few

 p
eo

p
le w

ho
 have truly taken this p

ro
ject to

 heart.  
Fro

m
 Janie &

 H
elen’s fam

ily, and
 fro

m
 S3, thank yo

u to
 these 

extrao
rd

inary ind
ivid

uals:

Susan W
o

o
d

s.  Susan retired
 fro

m
 her hig

h-p
ro

file executive 
career a few

 years ag
o

, and
 b

eg
an to

 p
ursue her p

assio
n – 

ho
rticulture.  B

ut everyo
ne kno

w
s that Susan is a g

ifted
 d

esig
ner, 

and
 b

efo
re lo

ng
, friend

s and
 acq

uaintances w
ere lining

 up
 to

 
co

nvince her to
 d

esig
n their yard

s.  Fo
rtunately fo

r us, Susan’s 
excellent so

n, K
ent, is an S3-ite, so

 she answ
ered

 o
ur call and

 b
y 

the tim
e w

e finished
 o

ur sto
ry, Susan w

as firing
 up

 her lap
to

p
 and

 
sho

w
ing

 us id
eas.  A

ltho
ug

h ho
rticulture w

as sup
p

o
sed

 to
 just b

e a 
ho

b
b

y, Susan accep
ted

 the jo
b

 o
f m

anag
er o

f this p
ro

ject, and
 has 

sp
ent the p

ast 12 m
o

nths m
aking

 the co
nnectio

ns req
uired

 to
 b

ring
 

everything
 to

g
ether, and

 w
o

rking
 lo

ng
 ho

urs to
 m

eet d
em

and
ing

 
exp

ectatio
ns.  W

e are hum
b

led
 to

 b
e the recip

ients o
f Susan’s 

tim
e and

 energ
y.  U

nd
er her g

uid
ance this g

ard
en has b

eco
m

e the 
testim

o
ny to

 o
ur lo

ved
 o

nes and
 their ap

p
reciatio

n fo
r b

eauty o
f 

w
hich w

e d
ream

ed
.

M
ike B

ailey.  Typ
ically w

hen so
m

eo
ne says they w

ill g
et 

so
m

ething
 d

o
ne w

ell and
 o

n tim
e, yo

u take it w
ith a g

rain o
f salt.  

W
ith M

ike, w
e have learned

 that no
 salt is req

uired
.  In fact, he 

p
refers to

 w
o

rk ahead
 o

f sched
ule, and

 his w
o

rk q
uality is like w

hat 
yo

u d
o

 in yo
ur o

w
n yard

 – exactly as it sho
uld

 b
e.  In ad

d
itio

n to
 

surp
rising

 us w
ith these 2 q

ualities, M
ike has invested

 so
m

ething
 

o
f his o

w
n b

usiness in this p
ro

ject:  The o
ng

o
ing

 m
aintenance o

f 
the irrig

atio
n system

 is co
m

p
lem

ents o
f this m

an and
 his co

m
p

any, 
D

o
neR

ite C
o

ntracting
.  It has b

een insp
iring

 to
 w

o
rk w

ith M
ike, 

and
 to

 w
atch the d

esig
n take life in his cap

ab
le hand

s.

The team
 at B

rud
er B

uilt M
anufacturing

.  A
s a m

anufacturer 
o

f eq
uip

m
ent, S3 relies o

n sup
p

liers b
o

th near and
 far, and

 B
rud

er 
B

uilt has b
eco

m
e a lo

ng
-tim

e p
artner o

n w
ho

se integ
rity and

 ab
ility 

w
e have co

m
e to

 d
ep

end
.  W

hen w
e sent the d

esig
ns fo

r cutting
 

the o
verhead

 sig
n and

 the p
o

em
 p

iece, they no
ticed

 that this w
as 

an unusual o
rd

er, and
 asked

 fo
r the sto

ry b
ehind

 it.  A
 co

m
p

any 
w

ith a terrific fam
ily culture, they instantly w

anted
 to

 b
e a p

art o
f o

ur 
p

ro
ject, and

 so
 they d

o
nated

 the p
ieces.  W

e are b
lessed

 b
y their 

interest in o
ur sto

ry, and
 b

y their g
enero

sity.

C
o

p
ies X

p
ress.  W

e knew
 w

e need
ed

 so
m

eo
ne w

ith a 
co

nnectio
n to

 o
ur sto

ry to
 create the d

esig
n fo

r the sig
ns.  A

t 
C

o
p

ies X
p

ress w
e fo

und
 so

m
eo

ne w
ho

 as a hig
h scho

o
l stud

ent 
g

o
t to

 kno
w

 S3 o
w

ner B
o

b
 So

nntag
 as a yo

uth g
ro

up
 chap

ero
ne.  

W
hen w

e asked
 him

 to
 w

o
rk o

n this, B
rand

o
n W

ieb
e to

o
k it o

n w
ith 

g
reat enthusiasm

 and
 sensitivity to

 the visio
n fo

r this g
ard

en sp
ace 

as so
m

ething
 Janie and

 H
elen w

o
uld

 lo
ve.  W

e are thrilled
 w

ith 
B

rand
o

n’s creative d
esig

n!  A
nd

, w
e are g

rateful fo
r the w

ay C
o

p
ies 

X
p

ress co
nsistently tackles o

ur m
o

st challeng
ing

 tim
elines and

 
p

rinting
 p

ro
jects w

ith an eye o
n q

uality and
 value.  

The C
ity o

f Sw
ift C

urrent.  O
f co

urse, the g
ard

en w
o

uld
n’t b

e 
p

o
ssib

le w
itho

ut the full co
m

m
itm

ent o
f the C

ity o
f Sw

ift C
urrent.  

Fro
m

 irrig
atio

n to
 lig

hting
; b

o
x rentals to

 w
ashro

o
m

 d
etails; 

p
ro

p
erty transfers to

 the g
rand

 o
p

ening
 p

arty – the m
any team

s that 
m

ake o
ur C

ity functio
n have b

een enthusiastic and
 p

ro
fessio

nal.  
Their exp

ertise has help
ed

 to
 o

verco
m

e m
any o

b
stacles, and

 their 
visio

n o
f a p

lace w
here p

eo
p

le can enjo
y a sense o

f co
m

m
unity in a 

b
eautiful enviro

nm
ent has never w

avered
.  W

e are g
lad

 to
 b

e p
art o

f 
this co

m
m

unity, and
 g

rateful fo
r the m

any ind
ivid

uals at C
ity H

all fo
r 

the sup
p

o
rt and

 lead
ership

 they p
ro

vid
e.

C
o
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ing
 b

y
D
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 p
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In June of 2016 Bob Sonntag, owner of the S3 
family of companies, donated 12 city lots to the 
City of Swift Current to be named “The Janie 
and Helen Rempel Community Garden”.  This 
garden is available for rental by Swift Current 
residents for the purpose of gardening.  S3 
Enterprises has invested in the construction of 
a suitable and beautiful design for this purpose; 
the City provides services and ongoing care.

Janie is Helen’s daughter, and Bob’s wife.

Helen Rempel
Helen passed away July of 2015.  Had you ever visited her home before 
illness slowed her down, you would find her dressed in rubber boots and 
shorts, driving the lawn mower somewhere in their 10 acre yard, kneeling 
in her expansive rose garden, or nurturing vegetables, trees, houseplants – 
anything that would grow.  

Every night when she finally admitted it was too dark to continue, she 
would leave her yard better than it was the day before.  When you turned a 
corner inside the house or outside – you would find another beautiful view.  
And when you left, you would feel as though your soul had been refreshed.

This was her gift – 
creating beauty with 
everything she touched. 

Janie (Rempel) Sonntag
Janie was diagnosed at about age 30 with a rare disease called Lupus.  
This disease attacked her kidneys, heart, lungs, brain and skin.  The 
aggressive drugs that kept her alive also did their damage and little 
by little, Janie lost her ability to function normally.   The illness and 
treatments changed her from a fun, powerful extrovert to  
 depressed, uncertain recluse.   

If you were to visit on a good day, you might 
find Janie outside planting and re-planting 
flowers.  You would see that her home was 
filled with things that were beautiful.  She 
was meticulous about details and how things 
should go together.  It was beauty that gave 
her the courage to get up, when she could.  
It was beauty that nourished her heart, 
refreshed her spirit, and comforted her 
mind.

In March of 2014, Janie suffered a brain 
aneurism, from which she recovered 
partially, and now she lives in a care home 
in Cochrane, with impaired memory and 
mobility.  Janie continues to take joy in the 
beauty around her, and this quality is an 
ongoing blessing to others.

Neither of these two incredible women will 
ever know about this garden.  They will 
not understand how much they gave to 
the people around them, and the things 
they taught others about the importance of 
beauty.  It is Bob’s hope that the gardening 
space will nurture souls and give comfort 
and joy to those who frequent it.  

Getting to the Garden
1150 Walker Street, Swift Current, SK


