
The danger of asbestos

Inhaling asbestos fibres can cause chronic, irreversible and life-threatening 
lung diseases. These diseases, which can appear several decades after 
exposure, include asbestosis (a lung scarring disease), lung cancer and 
mesothelioma (a deadly form of cancer). 

Although asbestos-containing products are generally safe when left 
undisturbed, they become brittle over time and can crumble into microscopic 
fibres 18,000 times thinner than a human hair. When working on a home 
or building built before 1990, it’s safer to assume asbestos materials are 
present and to take every precaution.

Where asbestos could be hiding

Asbestos doesn’t burn, which is why it was used in many products to resist 
heat. It could be anywhere. Common asbestos-containing materials are: 
built up roofing, shingles/siding, vermiculite insulation, ceiling tiles and 
coatings, popcorn ceilings, drywall and cement sheets, plaster putties and 
caulking, electrical switchboard panels, plumbing insulation, pipe and duct 
coverings, thermal boiler and fireplace insulation and many types of flooring. 

What to do if your home or building was built before 1990
•	 Hire an asbestos abatement professional or lab to test the materials for 

asbestos. They will provide a report that identifies the location, type and 
condition of any asbestos, as well as a control (abatement) plan.

•	 If your home or building contains asbestos, hire an asbestos abatement 
professional to remove it safely.

Renovating a home or building built before 1990?
Test for asbestos before you start your work.

Asbestos kills. It’s best to test.

Learn more
Find more information and resources, including a list of asbestos 
labs and an asbestos abatement guide, at worksafesask.ca
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Why is asbestos abatement 
important?
If asbestos-containing materials are not properly removed by an asbestos abatement company, 
they can endanger your life and the lives of others who come into contact with asbestos dust, 
fibres or raw asbestos materials.

• Inhaling or ingesting asbestos 
can lead to serious health issues 
such as mesothelioma cancer, 
asbestosis, pleural plaques and 
asbestos lung cancer.

• In 2020, 45 per cent of work-
related fatalities recorded by 
the Saskatchewan Workers’ 
Compensation Board (SWCB) were 
caused by occupational diseases.

• Microscopic asbestos fibres are 
.01 microns thick (18,000 times 
thinner than a human hair).

Fast facts about asbestos

Steps to take if you 
suspect asbestos 
contamination
The most important first step is to not 
touch the suspicious materials. Let 
a professional asbestos abatement 
company handle the job.

Don’t sweep, vacuum  
or dust possible  
asbestos debris.

Don’t remove  
suspicious materials. 

Keep everyone out of  
the area.

Limit activities in the area.

Call a trained and qualified 
asbestos abatement company 
with trained asbestos 
personnel.
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Asbestos kills. Understand the dangers.
The import, sale and use of asbestos, as well as the manufacture, import, sale and use of products containing asbestos, has been banned in Canada since Dec. 30, 2018, 
with some exceptions. However, asbestos-containing materials still pose a danger to the public, because they were common building products in homes, schools and other 
structures built before 1990, but could be present in several non-friable materials after the 1990s. 

Breathing in asbestos fibres can cause serious health issues such as lung cancer, asbestosis and mesothelioma. These asbestos-related lung diseases are the leading cause 
of work-related fatalities in Saskatchewan.

Asbestos abatement involves the identification, removal, repair and encapsulation of materials or products in a structure to eliminate the threat of exposure to toxic asbestos 
fibres. It’s best handled by a professional asbestos abatement company.

Common asbestos-containing materials in buildings
Because asbestos doesn’t burn, it was used in many products to resist heat. The “miracle mineral” made these asbestos-containing materials valuable to the building 
industry. Some examples of these materials include:

Built up roofing and felts, roof 
shingles/siding

Electrical switchboard panels

Vermiculite insulation, ceiling 
tiles and coatings

Plumbing insulation

Popcorn ceilings

Pipe and duct coverings

Drywall and cement sheets

Thermal boiler and 
fireplace insulations

Plaster, putties and caulking

Vinyl sheet flooring, floor levelling 
compound, floor tiles
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A house or building built before 1990 is to be demolished  
or renovated.

The building owner (or owner’s 
representative) or the employer  
(for example, a builder or demolition 
contractor) retains a competent 
person (typically a consultant) to 
inspect the house/building, collect 
representative bulk samples, and 
have the samples analyzed by an 
accredited laboratory.

The competent person will prepare an asbestos inventory that 
identifies all locations, conditions and types of asbestos. They 
will also develop an asbestos control plan and scope of work for 
the abatement of the asbestos. 

The asbestos inventory and control 
plan are provided to the owner/
employer. The control plan should 
indicate emergency contacts and 
safe work procedures and must be 
available at the worksite whenever 
workers are on site.

The owner or employer retains asbestos abatement workers that 
have been trained appropriately according to the level of risk of 
the asbestos process. In addition, the workers must be provided 
with and use personal protective equipment that is adequate to 
prevent exposure to asbestos dust.  

A high-risk asbestos notification form must be submitted by the 
employer to the Occupational Health and Safety Branch 14 days 
prior to starting any high-risk asbestos abatement work. 

Safe removal and disposal of 
identified asbestos occur. If safe 
removal of the asbestos is not 
possible due to building conditions 
contact the Occupational Health  
and Safety Branch to discuss  
your situation. 

After the asbestos removal has been completed, the owner or 
employer receives written confirmation that an air clearance has 
been conducted and that the abated area is ready for occupancy. 
Copies of the asbestos inventory, control plan and final air 
clearance result are on site.

The owner (or owner’s 
representative) authorizes 
renovation/demolition of the house/
building to proceed. The demolition 
employer proceeds to demolish the 
house using safe work procedures. 
Copies of the asbestos inventory, 
control plan and post-abatement 
reports (e.g. final air clearance 
report) are on site.

If any asbestos is found during renovation/demolition, all work 
is to cease until a risk assessment is done and the asbestos is 
safely contained or removed. In this case, go back to step 7.

Find additional industry resources at worksafesask.ca and saskatchewan.ca
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Many homes built before 1990 used products containing asbestos. Before you begin renovations or start demolishing  
an older home, follow the steps below to ensure the safe detection and removal of asbestos.

10 simple steps for complying with  
ASBESTOS ABATEMENT
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